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You may recall Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos telling Nick Reisman last week there would be “uncoupling of some of the combinations where there are two Democrat senators in the same district” when the Republicans finished revising their redistricting map. 

Apparently “some” translates into “two out of three” in GOPspeak. 

There were three sets of Democrats drawn into potential primaries in the majority’s original map. Two of those head-to head contests were in Queens: Sen. Mike Gianaris vs. Sen. Jose Peralta, and Sen. Toby Stavisky vs. Sen. Tony Avella. 

The third was in Brooklyn: Sen. Eric Adams vs. Sen. Velmanette Montgomery. 

According to a source familiar with the tweaked LATFOR proposals, everyone but Avella and Stavisky have been decoupled in the new map, which, as of late yesterday afternoon, had not yet been introduced. 

In other words, as we’ve known since late last week, there will be no vote today or tomorrow, unless a package deal on constitutional redistricting reform and the House maps gets done by legislative leaders and Gov. Andrew Cuomo, spurring the governor to provide a message of necessity to circumvent the three-day bill aging requirement. 

The GOP feels satisfied that its “shot across the bow” at Gianaris, head of the Senate Democrats’ fundraising arm and the minority’s most visible/outspoken member, has been received, this source said. 

Also, the Montgomery vs. Adams contest was a last-minute add during the drawing of the first map. 

Not that it matters very much given that 1) anyone can run in their existing district during the first year the lines are re-drawn; 2) Adams has said he’s willing to move to stay in his current district; and 3) Adams plans a possible run for Brooklyn BP in 2013, so he might be a short-timer anyway. 

The GOP has been gunning for Avella, a former NYC councilman and 2009 long-shot NYC mayoral candidate, since he defeated veteran ex-Sen. Frank Padavan in 2010, spending a boatload of cash to do so. 

Padavan, who suffered a mild stroke in early 2011, has been mulling a possible attempt at returning to the Senate this fall. 

The GOP lumped Stavisky, who has been in the Senate since 1999, in with Avella in order to carve out an Asian-majority district. So far, no GOP candidate has come forward to run in that new district, although the Queens Republicans are trying mightily to find one. 

The assumption, which the GOP has since denied, was that NYC Councilman Peter Koo might run, but he has since defected to the Democrats. 
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